
START-UP ENTREPRENEURS in
Asean countries face similar hurdles,
saying they lack support from both
governments and investors. 

They urge for support from their
governments and for more coopera-
tion among Asean communities to
help boost their initiatives.

The biggest challenge for start-
ups in Vietnam was the lack of initial
funding and connections, said
Nguyen Pham, chief executive officer
of that country’s EasyJob. 

“I encountered many difficulties
working on my start-up at first.
Luckily, I got some seed funding to
help us get through the validation
stage,” she said. 

She hopes that her government
will support start-ups through more
funds and connections to get them
going and that more Vietnamese
start-ups will be successful.

As in Vietnam, the most chal-
lenging thing for start-ups in
Myanmar is investment, said Lei Yi
Soe, co-founder of Pearl Yadana
Software Solution. 

“Now we are running with our own
investment. 

“The government as well as the
private sector should support start-
ups more because they can grow and
will be beneficial for the country. 

“Not only financial support but
also other things are needed,” she said.

But in the Philippines, start-ups
can see a brighter future. May
Montero, founder of
Tambio/AdsAttack Inc, said that
compared with three year ago, start-
ups in her country now could see a
brighter future in terms of funding
and government support.

An innovation hub was set up
recently by the government and the
private sector, which was the start of
something for them to look forward
to, she said. 

However, there are still a handful
of government agencies and their
front-liners who are still not used to
the concept of a start-up, she said.

The start-up ecosystem in the
Philippines is still very young. “This
can work both ways, good or bad.
Good, because there’s a lot of oppor-
tunities for innovation. Bad, because
we still need improvement in infra-
structure and government policies,
etc,” she said.

Another female entrepreneur in
the Philippines, Ginger Palma
Arboleda, chief operating officer of
Taxumo, said: “I think most of the
people in our country were born to
have an ‘employee’ mindset. Our par-
ents taught us that education was key
in getting good jobs and high salaries. 

“We were never really wired or

encouraged to start a business.
“Most of us learned that entrepre-

neurship can be a viable path through
seeing the success of families and
friends who were brave enough to
take that leap,” she said.

However, looking at the scenario
now in the Philippines, starting a
business is becoming an option, she
said.

The Philippine government and
the private sector should listen to the
people and maintain an open com-
munications line with the different
communities, Arboleda said. Also,
cultivating a culture of innovation
and openness to change will go a long
way. 

New technologies, business mod-
els, etc, are also created, so it would-
n’t hurt if government officials and
employees of the private sector are
educated, trained or made aware at
least of all these new things, she said.

Maneerat Wongjaroenporn, co-
founder and chief operating officer of
LenNam (TechFarm) in Thailand,
said younger people were becoming
more and more interested in start-
ups, but there was scant support from
the government and private sectors. 

“I think doing a start-up in
Thailand is very challenging. It’s not
difficult but also not easy to become
a start-up here,” she said.

One solution they need to see to
help start-ups in the region be able to
compete with other countries is coop-
eration at the regional level. 

Nguyen said: “We should build
firm bonding to support our Asean
start-up ecosystems with more Asean
funding, competitions and network-
ing. Only by doing so, I strongly
believe we will be able to compete
with other developed countries soon.” 

Montero wishes to see a network
created for neighbouring countries
like Thailand’s “Stronger Together”
initiative. 

“This is something that I’m hop-
ing our government will embrace and
help start-ups expand in both local
and international markets,” she said.

Lei Yi Soe said governments in
Asean countries should join hands to
support or help promote the start-ups
together on behalf of Asean. 

“It can help the Asean communi-
ty become more developed and fruit-
ful,” she said.

Tel Aviv model
The five women spent five days in

Tel Aviv as “female entrepreneur”
winners in the “Start Tel Aviv” proj-
ect held by the Israeli Foreign
Ministry and the Tel Aviv-Yafo
municipality. 

The women were impressed by the
city’s start-up ecosystem. 

“They always use the division
thinking for developing any process.
It’s a way to think in some small parts
first and no need to think about the
whole system. 
So it will help people to dare to do
some process first. I think I will apply
this one to our current work,”
Maneerat said.

In Israel, there are many acceler-
ator programmes supporting start-
ups and they might not take any equi-
ty from a company, she said. 

The nature of their nation is dar-
ing to change, which is the key point
for accepting start-ups into their cul-
ture. 

During her trip, she also was
impressed by the talented women
from all around the world whom she
spent time with. 

As this year’s theme was female
entrepreneurship, all of the repre-
sentatives were women and they were
super brilliant and inspiring, she
added. 

Nguyen learned that networking
was one of the powerful tools for suc-
cess. 

The event gave her an opportuni-
ty not only to network with key peo-
ple in the field but also to network
with future worldwide cooperators
from international start-ups, she said.

“The Israeli advanced technology
facilities and government’s great sup-
port toward Israeli start-up ecosys-
tems impressed me a lot. 

“This proves the promising and
blooming development process of the
Israeli start-up ecosystems,” she said.

Lei Yi Soe said she was awed by the
start-up ecosystem there, and learned
a lot about how to boost her start-up.

Montero liked the workshop that
was prepared for the winners, as it
would help improve and innovate
their process and the way they see
things. 

“Always think outside the box and
not be bounded by the rules, is what
I learned” from the trip, she said.

“Israel’s start-up ecosystem is real-
ly impressive. Innovation can be seen
anywhere! With great support from
their government, it’s an ideal place
for a start-up to thrive,” she said. 

Another notable experience is the
availability of the Internet every-
where. It was awesome to be travel-
ling anywhere in Tel Aviv without
worrying about Internet connections,
she said.

Arboleda learned that a pain point
that is evident in one part of the world
may not be present in another part of
the globe. 

More developed countries have
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WHAT YOU CAN DOWNLOAD
LOOKS – Real Makeup Camera

Let LOOKS transform you with a sig-
nature look. No need for post-produc-
tion. Perfect profile photos and videos in
an instant.

Also, LOOKS has the most advanced
beautification effects for instant

makeovers. Want an even sharper look? Adjust your makeup
to go all out. And, from the LOOKS brand filters, you can check
out the earliest signature looks and the products used in them.

Find out your perfect product without having to visit the
stores.

Moreover, you can take a video selfie all lined up with a
funky BGM with the Runway Look Event video filter. Your very
own Runway video with the seasonal trendy makeup looks will
be ready for your enjoyment.

White Noise Free
Do you have trouble going to sleep?

Does your newborn baby wake up in the
middle of the night?

There are numerous benefits to using
White Noise Free Sleep Sounds ambient
sounds of the environment feature to help you relax during the
day and sleep great at night.

This app will help you sleep by blocking distractions; relax-

es and reduces stress; pacifies fussy and crying babies; increase
focus while enhancing privacy; soothe headaches and
migraines; and mask tinnitus (ringing of the ears).

Even when you’re asleep, your brain is constantly scanning
and listening for sounds. If it’s too quiet, unwanted noises such
as faucet drips or police sirens can interrupt your sleep. White
Noise generates sounds over a wide range of frequencies,
masking those noise interruptions, so you can not only fall
asleep, but stay asleep.

Charting App
Two ingredients to a great presenta-

tion – a powerful storyline, and the data
to back it up.

Good stories can sell themselves, but
data needs visual support. Most presenta-
tions tumble down into the pit of forget-
table mediocrity simply because they lack
visually appealing data-centric charts. Also, there aren’t many
easy-to-use tools for your mobile device that strip away the
drudgery of creating charts.

Chartistic comes with an assortment of interactive bar
charts, line charts, area charts and (sweet as) pie charts that
are both great to look at and fun to create. Create and edit
them all on the go. And export as images and embed in pre-
sentations, emails, documents, spreadsheets, even in your
next tweet.
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The Apple Watch Series 2 is available in Thailand. It has built-in GPS, is water
resistant down to 50m, and has a S2 dual-core processor. The Series 2 also
features an Ion-X glass, 2x brighter OLED Retina display with Force Touch, a
heart rate sensor, accelerometer and gyroscope, an ambient light sensor, a
speaker with microphone, Wi-Fi (802.11b/g/n 2.4GHz), Bluetooth 4.0, and up to
18 hours of battery life. Series 2 comes in a rose gold aluminium case with light
pink/midnight blue woven nylon. It is available for Bt13,900.(&

TECHNOLOGY

¬ 
Maneerat 
Wongjaroenporn, 
co-founder and chief 
operating officer, LenNam 
(TechFarm), Thailand 
“Lennam” is a multi-tasking 
water-monitoring device 
with a software application 
to help fish and shrimp 
farm owners reduce the 
risk from uncertain water 
quality, increase 
survivability of fish and 
shrimp, and also enhance 
farm productivity. It can 
monitor water quality for 
24 hours and also have 
real-time notification alerts 
when any of the parameters 
exceed the limits.

¬ 
Lei Yi Soe, co-founder, 
Pearl Yadana Software 
Solution, Myanmar
Her project titled 
“Production Management 
System” is aimed at 
developing customised 
software to assist top 
quality and systematic 
production in several 
industries, including 
textiles, foodstuffs, 
construction equipment, 
and shops among others, 
that is convenient for all 
customers according to 
their needs.

¬ 
Nguyen Pham, CEO, 
EasyJob, Vietnam 
EasyJob is a mobile 
application to connect 
small and mid-sized 
businesses and travellers 
with nearby locals within 
20 minutes. The initiative 
helps save labour costs 
during low-business hours 
and helps save at least 50 
per cent on tour prices.

¬ 
May Montero, founder, 
Tambio/AdsAttack, Inc, 
Philippines
Tambio is a mix of 
traditional (paper-based) 
and digital raffles. It 
provides analytics for 
companies conducting the 
raffle, eliminates the hassle 
of filling out raffle tickets 
without removing the fun 
of dropping the tickets in 
drop boxes.

¬ 
Ginger Palma Arboleda, chief 
operating officer, Taxumo, 
Philippines
Taxumo offers an end-to-end 
do-it-yourself tax compliance and 
assistance system for small 
businesses and professionals, 
simplifying tax computation, 
submission and payment, and 
makes current tax costs known to 
the user anytime, anywhere, thus 
eliminating a tax-bill shock.
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different needs than less developed
countries. 

Even if scalability, or being present
in as many countries as possible, is the
name of the game, a start-up should get
to know the pain point in different areas
and focus on that when they scale up or
launch in different countries.

Passion, hard work
After meeting with other winners

from 31 countries on the trip, Arboleda
thinks Asean women entrepreneurs
definitely have a chance to launch start-
ups that will be successful. 

The Asian start-up founders, at least
those she came across, were very hard-
working and passionate about what
they did. 

“What I have seen also is that these
people really know their customers and
know the pain point that they want to
address. 

“The fact that these start-up
founders want to make a change in
Asia is what I see is the main driving
force that fuels their passion,” she
added.

Maneerat agreed, saying she thought
the Asean start-up ecosystem was
booming and growing rapidly. 

“Since the culture and environment
in our countries and in developed coun-
tries are totally different, we are in a dif-
ferent position. 

“Some start-ups might not be able
to adopt in developed countries but
work very well in our countries,” she
said.

“If we gain more support from the
government and private sector, our
ecosystem will be stronger and better for
sure,” the woman from Thailand said. 

Nguyen may have a different point
of view. 

“The start-ups in Asean countries, in
my opinion, are still in the immature
stage,” she said.

“The developed countries have had
many impressive IoT [Internet of
Things] projects while we focus more
on software projects due to low budg-
ets and funding,” she said. 

Indeed, IoT is proving to be one of
the major technology points in our
future life. 

“At this early stage, we are not ready
yet to compete with other developed
countries,” she said.


